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since yoy died and almost neoer lea,uer the house; Dad is ,utorried abattt yott;
Marua is dating some0ne neus but shefcels guilty abaut it.I dont lie, but
I dont tell everything, either, if I can help it. No one \4'ants to know
everything 

^rtyway,not 
even me. Time travel can be a form of regret. But

the passage of time creates distance, and sometimes that's a ba1m.

Because I am unmoored ir-r time, everything is lost and found all at

once, ever).one I love is alive and dead or not-yet-born; thele are dis-
coveries, revolutionsr greetings and goodbyes, but not in the order most

people would expect. tr'rn always starting in the middle and making
mistakes.

Music is my antidote to this chaos. The logic of music, its patterns
and systems, its power, subtlery variety and infinite beauty command
m). love and attention and my presence. Music disciplines my wapvard
mind and grants me fieedom to be in the moment, to lose myself in
plav instead of getting lost in time.I was given music as a child, appren-
ticed ro the r.iolin long before I could understand or choose. Perhaps

mlr parents kne-uv they were giving me an exoskeleton, a protective shell
to retreat into and carry with me no matter where time dumps me.

Music is my memory palace and rny refuge.I've been shaped by music
and time into a creature of the now.

Sometimes I get the feeling that it doesn't matter where I am, past,

present or fufure, or who I'm with; I might look at Zach out in the
backyard, mowing our mossy grass, and wonder,r4re you my ancho4 my

once-and-alzoays busband? Would you still loue rne if you kneu all my se-

crets? Or, another day, I might wake up with Oliver beside me in bed,

arrived during the night and somehow unfarniliar,an Oliver from some

time not pt specified, and I might feel a pang of apprehensic'r: ztshere

did you comelfiom, v-that do you knozu, can lou s?are me the details?

If I had t,een a normal girl, I might have done all the normal things
in the normal order: school, job, marriage, kids.I might have had one

husband, or none, or one and then another, instead of two at once.

N{aybe I would have been less chaotic,less troublesome, but maybe also

less loved;r,vho knows? I look ahead and marvel at the near misses, the

good intentions and lucky guesses.I iook back and regret all the iies. I
try not to hurt people. But mostly, I just try not to panic.

TH

Monday, Decemh* 26.
(Alba :: -

ALBA: It's Boxing Da1- u
Mama knows Im in here: i

I wasnt hungn- she brouE

me be.I ate the mince pie

being so antisocial'and cr"a,

dont want to go back to \
It seems obvious that I wil
to be with people who are

rvould be happr'il-src cou.l

czlreer part that hurts.
When I rvas smdl an,J

\r'aYS an uneasv push-pull t
I plal'ed the violin to plea

rvas 'mine"-it rras rrhat I
even: they could see i-nto n
So I continued throuefr tres

even thing hurt, until it nre

Now I cant face it anru
loved Guarneri del Gesfu r
to touch it. I want to s-tar- i
with all the hours I r:sed:
of norrls: Anna Karminz-
these novels people make t
Or thevjump in front ot tn
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Nadia Kendrick texts me, trying to cajole me out of the house. I
ustrally look forward to the Lamonts'Boxing Day party,but this yearl
have been dreading it.

party at nick and c-lora's

no

you promised

no

we need you

you'll be fine

don't let us down, alba

Of course it ends with me reluctantly climbing into Nadia's car. It's
snorving and I was in the middle of Madame Bovary.

"|esus, Alba, what are you wearing?" says Nadia.
"C1othes," I tell her.
"Those are jeans. You are not going to an event of this magnitude in

jeans. You aren't even wearing lipstick."
"I might as well be naked," I say. I just want to get back into bed.
"That would be an improvement." Nadia makes a lJ-turn on West-

ern A-enue and gets honked atby a bus driver. "You'llblow it for us all
if vou shorv up looking like a punk. You know they're expecting Imeida
I{ar,, not Patti Smith."

"Where are we going?" I ask.

"Back to my place. You need a do-over."
"There's no time, it's almost nine." Martial law sti1l hasnt been lifted

in Chicago, and curfew is in efi^ect from ten to six-we need to be in-
doors in an hour. But as much as I don't want to go to this parst I dont
\vant our plan to fai1, either, so I grudgingly accept when Nadia insists

we'llbe quick.

Nadia lives in a tiny apartment in a huge building on Lake Shore Drive,
near Belmont.In the elevator,I am forced to look at myself because all
the wa1ls are mirrored. I've gone through a few bouts of depression in
the past, but now I reahze that this time I've gone farther down the

rabbit hole than I knew:.
ratty. Nadia looks great
chignon, her dress is dar

coat. She has her heels in
trimmed black boots. ftt
the hall, unlocks her door

Heie's a towel. Go washy
hop into the shower.

Fifteen minutes later I
I sit on herbed. She uper
a curling iron to make rir
silver dress, stockings, lig
I am not, but the dress fit
snow,"I say. She pops the
Martens. She hands me a

Carmex into it.'Oh, rvait
'Nor" I say, "I hate mekqr

"You have to, it looks u
"No one will notice.'
"Submitr"she deman&
"Dontyou get sickofs

I say peevishly. Then I feel

of Nadia's troubles.'It's d
When she's done I la

liner, dark lips and eyen r
zuddenlyl lookless homc

ing who has escaped fiu
'Vast improvement'Nad
'Come on, let's go."

We are running late, an<

Lamontt huge house in
is a terrible neighborhor
Nadia prays to the Parkin
vous, but at last she finds
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we make a run for it. There's a beautiful, huge vintage car parked right
in front of the Larnonts'house, obnoxiously taking up more than its
share oi parking space. F'argo Avenue is quiet; everyone has been off
the street fbr half an hour, and all the deep boot prints in the snow are

disappearing. Snowflakes flicker and whirl in the porch light as we run
up the steps.

Caralora opens the door. "I was afraid you weren't coming," she says.

"You're almost the last ones."

"Never fear," Nadia says as w-e leave our boots with all the others by

the front door. She hands over our tribute of booze."You look magnifi-
cent," she tells Caralora. C-lora is studying urban planning and models

part-time; she and Nick are identical twins. She has outdone herself
tonight and looks impossibly glamorous, wearing a strapless glittery
red gown and magenta eye shadow.I always feel inadequately feminine
when I'm with C-lora. She air-kisses rne and I half hug her. Before

Caralora transitioned rve used to date, but that seems like some other
life now. We're never quite confident with each other these days.

"Coats upstairs," Caralora says. We run up in our stocking feet like
children. I love this house; I've been to a hundred great parties here.

At the landing I look down over the crowd. The place is packed r,vith

people I dont recognize. If I didnt know better I d think that Nick and

C-lora have made a nt:w set of friends-wiriter friends, friends u,ho

dress like their or,vn great-grandparents, lots of crew cuts and sharp

suits, vintage dresses and bright lipstick, with a smattering of shaved

heads and unpleasant tattoos. I 'ivonder where all these people came

from-did we hire actors?

Mr. and NIrs. Lamont are in Paris. We leave our coats in the massive

pile on their bed and put on our party shoes. "We'11 never find these

coats again," Nadia says. Every coat is black; the pile is like a big hunk
of negative space in the middle of the bedroom.

As we slowly navigate back down the stairs in our heels,I can hear

the band tuning up. We elbow our way into the kitchen. Nick Lamont
is mlxing cocktails. Nick and Nadia clasp hands briefly, surreptitiously,

then we all glance around to see if anyone noticed. They have each

sacrificed so much to make this night possible.

"Ladies," Nick says, borr

sharp in his purple suit and

mustache since I last saw hi
it on with eyebrow pencil- F

"Where's Junior?" Nadia
"In the living room."Nic

we turn to leave the kitchen
new glamorous me, at least;

dont have to live up to it }
throngs of strangers into th
and shimmers; in years pasl

kah lights turning our faces

piece for good measure, but
some closet as soon as NIr. a

Olson, Nadia's ostensible b

operation, is holding court
Nadia seems perfecdvcalm 

'

his arm around her. She isni
tattoos and air of menace he

through college in the \{\I
pretending that I m oka-'- rri

I try to sit primly next ro
cause of the heels.I press thr

strange to be bossed around

and much less casual. Norn-r

the potential consequences

mind and I feel the familiar
hers is clammy. V[bat nci:?

zAcH: Nadia finallv arrirt
to think she wasnt gemins

sitting in an *t-.[x] that'

so I can see everyone witho
motion and out of mv hand

relaxes, he softens. I alm6,5x
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There's a girl with Nadia, someone I dont know. She looks a litde
spooked,like a Victorian governess who thinks she's losing her mind,
with her enormous, heavily made-up eyes and her unnaturally white
face. Has Nadia ever mentioned this girl? Theret something about her,

a feywildness that's disturbing but attractive. The last thing I need to-
night.I wonder who she is?

A L B A: The band launches into "Let's Have a Pzrtyr" and some of the

guests head into the parlor to dance. The music is loud enough that we

have to raise our voices to converse. Nadia tells Junior she's thirsty.
"Get the ladies a drink, Buddy," commands Junior. A short, long-

haired guy in an Infernum T-shirt looks up from his phone and asks,

"Whadulya have, girls?" "Zombies," says Nadia. Buddy slouches off.

Junior says, "What's the good word, darling?"
"AIba is sulking,Junior. We have to cheer her up."

Junior tries to look concerned. "What's wrong with her?"

"She's having an existential crisis."
"We11, a couple of zombies willfix that, no problem."
Nadia simpers. "Is that the best you can do?"

"Buddy is a cbemist, these willbe the most efectioe zombies you've

ever had."

'No,"Nadia decides."she needs to dance."

'No," I interject. "I do not." I can hardly walk in these shoes, let alone

dance.

Nadia and Junior ignore me. "Hey," says Junior. He waves his hand

as though he's summoning a taxi."Zach. C'mere."All this while, some-

one has been sitting in the corner of the living room almost out of
my peripheral vision, obscured by the Christmas tree. He awkwardly
rises from a deep armchair, and keeps rising: my first impression is that
he's unnaturally tall and thin.Junior reaches across Nadia and cups my
elbow in his hand and gives me a little boost, as though he's trying to
propel me toward this Zzch person. I turn to refuse, I dorit want his

matchmaking, but I see that Junior's smile is genuinely kind, that he

really is tryingto please me; he smiles like a bad student who knows the

right answer for once. Nadi,
Go ahead, iti okay.I look up
hands, and I give him mine r

tiful girl," he says, easily. Su

heels I am tall, too. Het u
and horn-rimmed glasses w
kind. He is so good-lookin1
"He has that effect on even

Zrchary Purcell. Please go c
Zachhas let go of my h

can hear "Mystery Tiain" ar

As we edge through the cro
me a pink drink.I take a sip

standing by the stairs, hemr
spill this," I say.

"Let me take it," szvs Zz
over my shoulder from behir
begins to say something bur

almost ends up on his suir
"Nice save," I say. "Let's g
FIe raises his grebrorts h

how forward that rnight ss1
legs, aware that I didnt takr
seams are most likelv eskfi
door and I glimpse the bed I

I say.

I walk around the bed anr

me my zombie, throws a bu

and sits next to me. We rrq
inches apart.The room is lit
and orange, the zombie an r
bedside lamp, and the rtxlm

'Thankyotq"I tell him *I
Zt&is looking at me attso
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are brown, he has a narrow; off-kilter nose, his lips are full and turn

up slightiy at the corners. He has a iongish,light brown quiffwith the

sides and back cut rrery short. He's so crisp and smooth-shaven that I
hav-e to stcp myself from stroking his perfect jaw.l dont know anyren.

',vho looks like this in real 1ife.7 rcahze that I'm staring at him, but he

doesn't seem uncomfortable. He must be used to it.
"How do you knowJunior?" I ask him.
"I don't, actuaily He's a friend of a friend, I'm iust staying with

him over the Christmas break.I didnt want to go home this vear, my

parents are getting divorced and I just, I dunno, I couldn't face it. And
the dorms are closed, so Junior said he'd put me up. He's a good guy."

Now I'm confused; Zach seems too sincere and eager to be hanging

out with Junior. I wish I could ask Nadia which side he's on. "Where

do 1'e, go to school?"

"University of Chicago. You?"

"Northwestern." I look at my hands. My nails ar:e bitten to the

quick, a clue to mv usual slovenly style. I fold my hands together self--

consciously. "But I dont think I'11 go back."

"How come?"

"It's been hard. I'm not good with stress, and music school is noth-
ing but stress." Of course, the real problem is time travel: I get stressed

out, then I end up in some other time,I rrriss class or the audition or

the performance,I have to make excuses and I get more stressed and

the whole thing goes around and around.

"What do you play?" Zach asks.
a(r f. 1. ,tv lolln.
"Oh, wow, I always wanted to learn to play violin."
I laugh. "That's what everybody says."

"Can you do that, though? Just not go back to school?"

"It's not a prison. Of course I can not go back." I havent given the

practicalities any thoirght, but now I feel stubborn. -f won't go back. No

one can rnake rue.I sip my drink, make a face.

"Would you like something else?" Zach asks. "I was just wishing I
had a beer, I could take that back to the kitchen for you . . . ?"

"IJm, yeah. A Coke?"One
very helpful.I give him the zc

a little botde of Coke, an IPI
glasses; he opens and pours.'

"Yeah.Whywould anybod

"Good point. But what are

"IJ-, English. Creative wr
"So between the rwo ofus
"Waiting tables is very pna

"You knowwhat I mea.n-'

Zachlool<s at me more qu
"Twenty-one."
'And how old were you wl
"Four."
"But arent your parents goi

ofcollege after seventeen 1ca
to answer andZach continue

bly good to even get into No
"You have to be good-'
'So isnt it a waste, to just-
nl cm still play. . ."
"But how are you going r

he has suddenly molphed int
cause he's getting upseg and I
we are si4ing on a bed full ol

few real ones and I say, more

buddy?"

He laughs.'Nothing. Not r

with interest. "Seriously, thor
dis thing you've been doing,

'Yes."The idea fills me wit
"I g"t it. I was writing a oo

'Whatwas it aboutl
"It was kind of autobioerz



'poollplTrlr dn-pepry ,{u rnogV 'prrqderSorgotn? Jo puH sz.,r, }I,,

((ilnog? ]I sE,{t }?tl^\.,

,,'poo8 ,Lrerr l,usul't lI 'ool '1rnb 1 lnq'1a,tou e Surlirrrt sz"t'r I 'll le8 I,,
dzs ot ]ut.n I ',{ol grg.,n alu s[U zapr eql(('se1,,

,,ieJII oloq,{\ -rnoi Surop uaaq a.t.no,{ Surql srqt

uro-rg dz.,'tz IJ?,4A ol Suro8 ]snl e:,no1 'g8noqr ',{1snor:ae,, '}seJe}ul tltt.\\

eur ]B s>lool puz reeg sr{ sdrs ap1,,'3u111 z }oN '3unpo51,,'sq8nel eg

,,i^PPnq

'nor{ ol ll s,1cr{44,,'.{.rzssa:au ueqr.,(1pnol eJoul'.{zs l puz seuo IEer ^\a-J
ts puz srzzf{ aIBJ Jo IIry esnoq ? uI stzor Jo IlnJ peg E uo 3ur11rs arz e,\\

pu? Jer{lo qlue.&\ou>i l,uop e^\ tuqr re8;o; 1 puu'lasdn Surua8 s(eq esnrl

-eq tesdn Suqta8 tu? I'raqluJpuurS.,{ur o}ur peqdroru,{pappns s?q eLI

q8noqr su spunos ,qte7 ,,18utruua1 daa>1ot Suro8 no,{ are ,\oq lng,,

,,' ' ' lzld flrts uEJ L,

,jdols-lsni o1 'a1sz,tr E lI l.usI oS,.

,,'poo8 ag ol el?ri nof,,.

,,ie:e1d ]sry er{} ur ruelsa,&^'quoN olur 1aB ue,te or poo8.{1q

-rpJlJur eq ol J^tq no,( 1,uop'asnEJeB''sJnultuof, q)u,Z pug JJMSUE ol

qlnou du uado I((iurlorl aqt Burdzld 1o srzal uaelueles -ral;e a8alocSo

1no do;p nof;rgo passrdyo pull aq ol Suro8 slua-rzd rno.d l,ue.ru tng,,

('JnoJD

,,iu1ol aql 8uile1d peuels nod uaqr't no.,{ ararra. plo .41rol{ pu\t,

..'auo-,{luarrta,,

,,gnod JJu plo rv\oH,lillnyerzr aJoru eur ]E $lool qlpz

,.'uEaur I lEr{./!/\.{^l.orDl noA,,

'eso-roru llq u qool gJeZ.<'la)tlcerd d.rerr sI selqzl 8utller11,,

,,is[pls pcrlrzrd ou aAEq e^\ snJo o^\-] eql uae^{]eg oS,,

,,'Surluar alrluarC'qs113ug'ru1,

,,iSurfpnls nol aru ]Er{.&L tng 'turod pooC,,

((i](ueram ,{sql;1 retrerlt B eq o} ruIB[] lpoqluz ppo.&\ {t1rL1 'qza1,,

(((-relrBlr e arz llznt3r no1,'s-rnod puz suedo aq lsessz18

aqt pioq I 'err r1lr^r euo 'sassz18 ozrt+ pu? VdI uE 'rIoJ Jo Dlrloq al]tri E

qlr,r. >lJ?q s(eq salnuru 
^ral 

E uT pur rrguroz eql urrq s,tr8 1 
'1ryd1aq,{-ra,.r

sr ag :.{r-r8 sqt }nogt 8ur:r1ou rue 1 Surql euo ({ia1oJ y'qtal'orn,,

EI

.t"'nod:oguaqrr
1 Suqsvtt lsnl seaa L 

-s{se r
.I

oN 'draq oB T,uoot I 'rrJoqgu

egl uarrr8 l(ua eq 1.n:zq oi

({oor{Js 01rya

puz passens eroru rat l pur
Jo uoBrPnE erIJ Jo sssP ss.ru

PesseDS 1s3 1 laae-u elrrB sr r

-{}ou sr Ioor{Js Jrmtu puu t

-31es rsrlraSot spuuq f- pn
aq] o] ueulg are spzu dyry

erer.I^\,'uo s(eg aPIs rPrqf
Sur8uzg eq o1 ratzs pue aEI

,,fn8 poo8 E s.aH'dn eu tn
puv'tI erzJ +rplnor 1'ouur
,{ut';r-el. sqt eruoq of orru
grpt Surduls lsnf E I ?uar

'lI ol P6
eq ]ng'u51 lz Surruas IuJ n
euodue,laoul ryop I'ar[r-
I Wql uarregs-gloo[us PtrE (

erl] qll^{Jrlnb uanorq rgft1 r
urnl puz l[rg are sdg qg le



l4

But the more I wrote, the more boring it became. I figured if I was

bored by -y own terrible teenage suffering then no one else was ever

going to read it. I put a zombie apocalypse in it but it was still crap.

Actually, I've been thinking of bailing on the whole writing thing
altogether." Ztch reaches into his inside suit pocket and then stops

himself. "Do you smoke?" I

"No."
"Good. Neither do I. At least, I just quit."
"When?"
'About an hour ago.I ran out of smokes."

I laugh. "So you gave up on your novel?"

"Yeah.I burned it."
"That's melodramatic."

Zachbeams at me. "You're the first person I've told who wasnt hor-
rified."

I shrug but am secretly pleased. "You've got a copy on your computer,

right?"
"Deleted, trashed."

"Backups?"

"Nope. It's 'not only merely dead,'it's 'really most sincerely dead."'

"'Manuscripts dont burn."'
Zach says,"That's my favorite book." Okay, huh. Bulgakov is an in-

teresting choice for a friend of a friend ofJunior's.
"I've always wanted to have a cat named Behemoth,"I say. "If you're

not going to write, what are you planning to do instead?"

"That's a secretr"he says.

"Tellme anyway."

"Maybe laterr" Zach says.

"How much later? I have a short attention span."

"When we're drivifig a,way from our wedding in a car covered in
shaving cream." He sounds momentarily sincere. He doesnt know I
carit marry anyone with his haircut. I laugh, and we smile at each other.

"I shouldnt even joke about that, I'd probably be a terrible husband,"

Zach says. "My parents are ridiculously awfirl, they should have gotten

divorced years ago, and now t
on anything. They're fighting
ther of them want,like Tupp
week because he'd said she cc

aar ,,
)eez.
"She did it by throwing

twelfth foor."
"Did anybody get hurti'
"No, it was a miracle. Bu

married?"

"VIy dad died when I rn-as

"Oh, dang,I'm sorry,. . . D
"Yeah . ." He's caught mt

I just saw my not-dead-r-et d

regularly in random times, tl
though het never going to m
a complete secret that I time
about me. But I'm in the ha]

stick around and become frie
ally it seems like a bigger dea

I hear my name being ca

Gomolinskis have arrived.
"Woo-hoo, Alba! Look at

pastZach and kisses me on h
Zach, and to me, "Is he vours

"He came withJunior,"I s

havent toly' Rosa what she rr
increasingly unsure; he look
ts. Zach seems like a good g
other year in some other plao

Zach stands up awkwardl-r

seems to take up the whole rc
The Gomolinskis are half Pol

black hair and light blue er-es.

I
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broad and muscular; they both work as bouncers in a blues club. "'fhis
ts Zach, he's a friend of a friend ofJunior's. These are the Gornolinskis,
Rosa, Max and Joe" I've known them since I was tiny."

"Pieased to meet you," Max says, but i-re and Joe are glowering at

Zach,who looks a little startled.I shake my head slightl1'-I don't need

their protection at the moment.
"Come on, let's go find Nadia," ILosa says to her brothers. "Give'em

roorn to rhumba."The three of them vanish as suddenly as they appeared.

"The1,'1s running around kinda late," Zach says as soorl as they are

safely out of earshot.It's getting on toward midnight.
I lower my voice. "Their dad is Alderman Gomez. Jan Gomolinski,

50th Ward. So no, they don't get stopped."
"Huh. Nice to be them,I guess."

"\\rhere are you from?"

"Tirlsa. I moved to Chicago four years ago."
"Did you have curfew in Tulsa?"

"Yeah, but only for the under-eighteens, not for everybody like it is

here," he sa1.s.

"It cuts down on the murders. That's the excuse, anyway." I wonde r if
I should be talking about politics with this guy.

"People don't enjoy shooting each other in the daytime?"
"I don't think martial iaw has changed the murder rate much, it's just

dillerent peoole doing the murdering now."
"Oh rvell. I dont mind being in all night." He grins. "It's like our own

Decarneron, we'l1 stay in here and amuse each other till it's safe to come

out. Tell me a story."
"What kind of story?"

'Any kind. Tell me something that happened to you when you were

a kid."
"Ugh, I'm terrible at this," I sav, flustered. "My mind's gone blank.

You tell me something."
"Give me a prompt."
"The house you grew up in?"
'Ah. Okay. Have you ever been to Tulsa?"

"Nope."

"fhere's a neighborhoo<
Craftsman and bungalow hr

were all derelict, nobody ha
are both architects, and ther
buying and restoring them r

then they would buy anoth
seIl the one we were in and r
caught on and my parens
stayed in the last one until d
downtown with my sisters a

There's something very ce

nant voice is creating a littk
the pile of coats.

"So it was disorienting'h
are familiar but you'ne neu
something and you never fn

I do know; he's descfiiq
torn into strange conf,gureti

taposed. "Yesr"I say. "I un&
"It was hard to feel at h

was us, my family. Now my:
"How old are th.yl
"Seventeen and thirteen- X

outfrom the inside pocketol
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big bang, when we all ended
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it from me and I feel warm z

'What happenedll askt
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